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NEWSLETTER OCTOBER 2022

Forest trails and nature art

Woodcrest Academy is extremely fortunate in having access to an intriguing forest section
that runs alongside our premises. The pupils have had great fun exploring the nature trail
that winds beneath the trees.

Some grades have created their own wonderful forest creatures using natural materials
gathered on their walk. Lovely fun work, guys!
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Sporty congratulations

Our cricket team drew praise from Scottburgh High
teachers for their exemplary behavior at the match
held on 26 October: well done, all.

And we congratulate Shivesh Moodley and Kaheel
Suleman on being selected for the Chatsworth
United Durban and District cricket team. All the
best in your sporting endeavours.

Woodkids Station

Our lovely Woodkids preschool section continues to grow, and is now benefitting from
verandah covers and much-appreciated air-conditioners to make our glorious summers
more enjoyable.




Woodcrest lessons rock!

Chris de Villiers (the owner of the property, with a background in education and corporate
governance) shares his extensive rock collection to provide hands-on exploratory work for
the seniors.

The related activities were discovery-centered and developed important skills including
team work, analysis, categorisation, research, presentation and writing. The students
entered into the process enthusiastically, and particularly enjoyed the fossils!




Athletics Day

Woodcrest Academy held its first athletics day in September, combining track events with
junior fun races such as egg-and-spoon and sack race. The results were combined with
field event results to return Falcon as the winning house.

The advantage of being the inaugural event is that all winners set a first record! The
challenge is now on for future generations of Wooders to beat these times and distances.

Particular congratulations go to Lwandile Ngubane for being awarded Victor Ludorum for
overall best performance. Well done, Lwandile!




Woodcrest Academy Camps Out

After keeping a wary eye on weather reports, Woodcrest took the plunge and held its
annual camp-out on Friday 21 October. The weather was perfect, spirits were high, and
through cheerful cooperation everyone finally got their tents up despite some missing ropes
and pegs.

The after-dinner fun included story time with toasted marshmallows around a huge bonfire
at the edge of the forest. (Remember how many of you shrieked at the ghost story?)




Then a night-time walk was undertaken, followed by a welcome cooling swim.

Finally everyone turned in for a good sleep . . . until the early hours of the morning when
the heavens opened and rain poured down! Some tents held up well under the pressure,
but the camp-out soon transformed into a camp-in, with dry blankets and cushions being
distributed to people taking refuge wherever they could. Praise goes to the young scholars
who went out repeatedly into the blustery weather to check on their classmates and to ferry
belongings from collapsing tents into the dry house, notably Donovan Williamson, Rikus
Bezuidenhout, Sihle Mkhize and Ethan Wright. Well done, guys! Your caring actions truly
embody the Woodcrest motto: “Always our best.”

And despite the deluge, camaraderie was in evidence among the sleepy faces in the
morning. We thank all the students, teachers and parents who contributed to the success
of this event. The final consensus was positive: there must be a school camp in 2023. See
you all there!

Warmest regards to our community
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