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NEWSLETTER   NOVEMBER 2022 

Digital skills for the twenty-first century 

In the light of the government aim to include Coding and Robotics in the school curriculum, 

Woodcrest Academy is developing a digital skills programme for grades R to 3 in 2023, and 

we hope to extend this to the higher grades in the near future.  

During October and November this year, Paul Buys has been running pilot robotics 

workshops across all grades in the school. Students have really enjoyed the experience, so 

thanks Paul. (Queries: paul.buys1@gmail.com) Subject to financial considerations, we hope 

that Paul’s input can become a regular feature at Woodcrest. 
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Our place in the solar system  

How do the planets in our solar system compare in size and distance 

from the sun? The Grade 8s have had great fun investigating this 

question and they were surprised at how tiny our Earth is. In 

modelling the system, they each learned to wield a hammer and a 

clutch screwdriver to erect their part of the project. Well done all! 

 

Their models have been represented on stakes that you might have noticed as you drive 

along Msinsi Avenue: the relative sizes and distances between the planets are measured to 

scale, starting from the massive sun at the beginning of the dirt road. It is striking that the 

last planet Neptune lies so far out that it is beyond the school. (Pluto is no longer classified 

as a planet.) 

        
The Earth lies in what is called the Goldilocks Zone or habitable zone, which has the 

required conditions for water to remain liquid and support life. Our most important lesson 

to learn is that we need to treasure our precious and fragile world. 
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Crocs, lizards and snakes 

Woodcrest thanks Crocworld for their valuable input during the Foundation Phase visit to 

their centre this month. The children had fun viewing and handling the creatures. 
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On the same day, senior students and preschool toddlers had the exciting opportunity to 

handle snakes and monitor lizards at the school. They were taught how to behave cautiously 

around dangerous creatures, and they asked many questions about the characteristics and 

habits of these fascinating animals. 

 

  

It was a challenging experience for some, but it helped reduce their anxiety.   

   
 

  

Once he recovered 

from the shakes, 

Ryan Mansour (on 

the furthest right) 

expressed gratitude 

that he had been 

helped to conquer 

his greatest fear! 

Well done Ryan and 

all of you brave 

young people who 

were involved. 
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Woodcrest art 

The pictures below grace the walls of our school, with beautifully striking colours done by 

Christen Bowley (Grade 4) and Nombuso Khawula (Grade 5). Well done, girls! We look 

forward to displaying more excellent student work. 

           

Having a whale of a time 

Woodcrest Academy is fortunate to have a spectacular sea 

view, and the students have enjoyed spotting the frolicking 

whales that visit our coastline. Humpback and southern right 

whales travel past us from July to November on their way to 

their breeding grounds off the coast of Mozambique and as 

they retrace their route back to Antarctica.  

Their displays and communications include full breaching as 

well as lop tailing (slapping the tail), flipper flapping , spy 

hopping (poking the head out of the water) and tail sailing 

(extending the tail above the water).  

Humpback whales are identified by their water spout or blow, 

which is pear-shaped, while southern right whales have a V-

shaped blow.  

  These whales have a life expectancy of around 50 

 years, and their hearts can weigh up to 195 

 kilograms – as heavy as two men! Sadly, right  

 whales were so named by hunters because they were 

 easy to catch and floated after being killed, and they 

 are now on the endangered list. We look forward to

 seeing more of these gentle giants next year. 
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Oom Schalk in the shade 

Chris de Villiers (retired teacher and ex-headmaster) used the forest as an ideal place to 

read Schalk Lourens’s In the Withaak Shade to Grades 8 and 9. This short story is 

characterised by Lourens’s typical humour and pathos.  

 

Representing South Africa in Thailand   

Our congratulations go to Tracey Bowley (a parent and director of Woodcrest Academy) for 

being selected to represent our country at the international IPSC World Handgun Shoot in 

Thailand. Well done! You have excellent support over there in your sister Joanne Hannah (a 

Woodcrest teacher and 

highly experienced 

shotist). You are both 

wonderful ambassadors 

for our country.  

All the best to you and 

your team. 

 

 

Ruth Hannah 

 

Principal 

Woodcrest Academy 

Ruth Hannah 


