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            Woodcrest Academy 
                                     Always our best 

 
3 Msinsi Road  www.woodcrestacademy.co.za 

Sezela admin@woodcrestacademy.co.za 

P. O. Box 32 082 899 6361 

Pennington 4184 

 

NEWSLETTER  DECEMBER 2022 

Another year has passed, complicated by increased load shedding and water shortages. But 

our South African heart is strong and together we have seen the year through.  

 

Gymbo-kidz in action 

 

The last week of school saw our young Gymbo-kidz giving a demonstration of their skills. 
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They also proudly received their certificates of participation. 

There has been a marked development in physical strength and dexterity through this 

programme, so thank you Uncle Keke on behalf of the children.  
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Fun Day  

Wednesday of the last school week was Fun Day, which the children always enjoy. It was 

lovely to see so many of Santa’s elves taking part. 

 

Together with three students, including Woodcrest’s Ryan Mansour, Sensei Stephen 

Kentridge provided a demonstration of Shotokan Karate.     

   

Stephen’s Ippon Dojo Club (based in Relton Hall, Pennington) is affiliated with the 

Shotokan Karate-do International South Africa (SKISA). This ancient form of karate 

develops discipline, confidence, self-esteem, fitness, self-defence skills, coordination and 

general well-being.                      
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If there is sufficient interest, Stephen is willing to offer lessons at the School premises next 

year. The cost will be R250 a month. If you would like your child to participate, please send 

a message to Stephen on 076 845 4961.  

 

The end of Fun Day was marked by a welcome splash in the School’s cool pool.  
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Prize giving 

We congratulate all our 2022 prize winners: well done on making the most of the 

educational opportunity that your parents and teachers have provided for you.  

 

We thoroughly enjoyed being entertained by the juniors’ poems and songs.  

 

Well done to our proud senior prizewinners. 

Academic Dux was awarded to Liyanda Chagi (Grade 7) and Jayden Vawdry (Grade 9). 

Congratulations to you both on your excellent achievement. 

The Knight’s Order Award is given to the learner who goes the extra mile in service of their 

school and exemplifies the ethos of Woodcrest Academy. This special trophy is only 

presented in deserving cases and is not bestowed every year. This year it was awarded to 

two students: Liyanda Chagi (Grade 7) and Airianna Maharaj (Grade 5). Well done on 

epitomising all that Woodcrest stands for. 
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Fond farewell to our Grade 9s 

Our first class of Grade 9s took leave of us this year. Thank you for the lovely bench that 

you gave as a school gift. It is placed in the perfect spot for watching frolicking whales, and 

it will be enjoyed by many generations of Woodkids to come. 

 
             Thandolwethu Masango    Jayden Vawdrey    Daniel Wright 

               Lungelo Ngcobo           Nomcebo Mkhize 

We hope you enjoyed your last day with us and your farewell dinner. Special thanks go to 

the Grade 8s who helped with decorations and serving, and also to all parents and teachers 

who assisted with the excellent catering and decor, in particular Merle Horwood, Michelle 

Bester, Yolanda Gwina and Shelley Gilmore. It was also heart-warming to welcome a past 

student at the dinner: Keagen Gilmore (on the far left below) is now doing very well at 

Creston College. 
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At the end of their last day, the Grade 9s participated in inaugurating a new school 

tradition by ringing the large antique bell kindly provided by Leme Girardeau, one of our 

parents.   

We wish each of you well as you move on to the next phase of your development, 

strengthened by the skills you have developed at Woodcrest Academy. Your teachers will 

follow your progress with interest, and we hope you will look back on your time here with 

fondness.  
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Jayden Vawdry impressed the prizegiving audience with his moving farewell speech. 

“There is a universal truth we must all 

face, whether we want to or not, 

everything eventually ends. As much as 

I have looked forward to this day, I 

have always disliked endings. The last 

day of summer, the last chapter of a 

great book, parting ways with close 

friends. But endings are inevitable, 

leaves, fall, you close the book, we say 

goodbye. Today is one of those days for 

us, today we, as grade 9s, say goodbye 

to everything that was familiar, 

everything that was comfortable, we get 

to move on. Although we are leaving, 

there are special people that we will 

always remember. 

To our teachers and staff . . .  We thank you. 

You accepted us for who we are, and our individual traits, you have had patience – so 

much patience. I cannot begin to tell you how many times I was reminded to shut up, or 

Daniel was told to cut his hair. Aunty Ruth is now walking around with a spare razor, 

you accepted the fact that along with Thando comes his strong opinions, Lungelo 

doesn’t understand the definition of a due date, and Nomcebo is probably sitting and 

arguing right now. In spite of this, you saw our potential and challenged us not only 

academically but also to be better all-round people. 

To our parents . . .  We thank you for all your love and support and for the opportunity 

given to us by allowing us to come to such a special school. ‘Thank you’ seems such a 

small phrase to convey our gratitude for the sacrifices you have made for use. WE 

LOVE YOU. 

To my grade 9 class . . .  While I am being cringeworthy, you guys are more fun to be 

around than anybody or anything, including bubble wrap. 

Even though this is our last day that we sit here together, and this chapter has ended, 

it is what we have learned here at Woodcrest and from each other that will determine 

how successful our next adventure will be. Remember who you are, and yes, we are 

amazing, and remember to hold the Woodcrest flag high – always be your best. 

Thank you.” 
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Principal’s end of year message [Extracted from Principal’s Prizegiving Speech] 

“After yet another move, we have finally settled into our for-ever home . . . And what a 

home it is! This school was recently described by a visitor as “a real class act”! What 

an accolade for all who have worked so hard to make Woodcrest Academy a special, 

one-of-a-kind place for you to bring your precious children. Albert Einstein compared 

life to riding a bicycle: to keep your balance, you have to keep pedalling. And boy have 

we pedalled! We are pedallers by nature, and this bicycle still has a long way to go.  

The staff deserves a huge thank you for the effort they have made this year. Their job 

is not easy, and it is never complete. Woodcrest teachers need to be tirelessly energetic 

and enthusiastic, and they need to multi-task, playing the role of diplomat, nurse, 

playmate, counsellor . . . much like the average mom, only far bossier!  

Some of you will be leaving us this year and we are sorry to see you go. But life is a 

journey, filled with many endings and new beginnings. Enjoy the journey and judge 

your success not by how long your journey has been but by how many times you have 

picked yourself up, dusted yourself off, and continued without giving up. Always 

remember, we often learn more from our mistakes than our successes. Don’t let an 

occasional failure derail your journey: let it make you stronger as you face life’s 

challenges.” 

The staff of Woodcrest Academy thank you for your support throughout the year and for 
entrusting your children to our care.  

 
                    Kim Wootton  Joanne Hannah  Jenny Grosmann  

                  Janine Dunne  Merle Horwood  Ruth Hannah  Priscilla Hadebe   Buyi Hlongwa 

We wish you all a joyful and peaceful holiday, and we look forward to seeing you in 2023.  

 

 

Ruth Hannah 

Principal 

Ruth Hannah 
Woodcrest Academy continually strives to improve its offering, and we 

therefore invite feedback from our parents. If you have comments 

about what we are doing right or what you would like us to change or 

introduce, please send your ideas to admin@woodcrestacademy.co.za.  

All feedback will be carefully considered and, wherever possible, will 

be incorporated into our approach and programmes.  
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