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NEWSLETTER   JANUARY 2023 

Welcome to a new year 

The Principal and staff extend a warm welcome to you all for another year at Woodcrest 

Academy. We hope your children are rested and looking forward to tackling new academic 

challenges. For new parents, we introduce our dedicated teachers: 

 
 
Back row: Kim Wootton (Gr R) Joanne Hannah (Gr 4, 5) Jenny Grosmann (Gr 3) 

Front row:  Janine Dunn (Gr 1, 2) Merle Horwood (Gr 8, 9) Ruth Hannah (Gr 6, 7)  
Priscilla Hadebe  Buyi Hlongwa (Gr R, RR)   

 

This year we also welcome Nqobile Mazeka onto our full-time 

staff. Having recently earned a Bachelor of Social Work 

through Wits University, Nqobile is pursuing her passion for 

education by adding a teaching qualification to her degree. As      

a teacher aide with a background in sociology and psychology, 

she will provide valuable assistance to our teaching team.  

 

 

mailto:admin@woodcrestacademy.co.za
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Back to school! 

The first week was a buzz of activity as the children settled into their new grades. 

   

The preschoolers learned in their air-condition classrooms during the sweltering days, and 

as always, loved playing on their playground train.  

      

The juniors enjoyed eating outside, having swimming lessons and celebrating a birthday. 
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The shade of our large flat-crown was the perfect location for a group art lesson on primary 

colours: 

               

 

 

 

Grades 8 and 9 caught up with 

their friends during break time: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And Grade 3 enjoyed outside story time 

before heading home. 
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Water for Africa! 

Ugu water supply has become unreliable and of uncertain quality. To address this problem, 

property owner Chris de Villiers and his stalwart groundsman Travis Gumede (below left) 

have been hard at work during the holidays, installing an extensive system of tanks to store 

valuable rain water.  

 

The property also has a pre-existing underground water reservoir that can hold up to 

30 000 litres of rainwater.  

Before the stored rain water is fed into the school system, it is treated through settling, 

chlorination, and a series of high-quality filters. The resulting water has been laboratory 

tested and declared free from e-coli and dangerous chemicals. For increased safety, this 

water will still only be considered suitable for hand washing and sanitation purposes, not 

for drinking. Children must please continue to bring their own drinking water to school, 

which they can top up at the playground drinking tap that provides filtered municipal 

water. 

With all the rainfall we received in December and January, water system outages will not 

affect the School, which will be able to consistently operate as normal. 

Our thanks go to Chris and his team for this initiative. 
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Keeping Msinsi Road beautiful 

As you drive along Msinsi Road, give a thought to the 

men who keep it attractive and drivable. Travis Gumede, 

Siya Gumede and Freedom Gumede work tirelessly to 

maintain the road, in particular by clearing away debris, 

keeping gutters clear for water runoff and filling in 

potholes.  

Please drive slowly to avoid unnecessary damage to the 

surface and to respect our neighbours along this stretch 

of road. Thank you.  

 

Tracey Bowley wins international silver medal in Thailand   

Last year, Tracey Bowley (one of our parents and directors) travelled to Thailand to 

participate in the international 2022 IPSC World Handgun Shoot. We congratulate her and 

the Ladies Optics Team on winning the silver medal in their category, beaten only by Italy, 

with the US taking third place. 

           
 Sasha-Lee Du Plessis, Madeline Muller, Tracey Bowley (left to right) 

This is a remarkable achievement, considering not only the large population of shotists in 

the US but also the fact that unlike these other countries, South African competitors 

receive no government support for travel, hardware and 

ammunition.  

The team was strongly supported by Tracey’s sister and 

fellow shotist Joanne Hannah, a teacher at Woodcrest 

Academy. Joanne played a critical role as range advisor, 

pharmacist, physiotherapist, logistics manage, chauffeur 

and sports psychologist.  

Well done to you both!  
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Perspectives on Parenting 

We plan to include useful articles by educational professionals as a regular newsletter 

feature. This month’s article provides guidance on assisting children with mathematics at 

home. 

From: “Six ways to help your kids with math homework” 

By Joan Ferrini-Mundy of the National Science Foundation  

“Math homework can leave parents feeling every bit as frustrated as their children. Here are 

a few tips from what we've learned through research at the National Science Foundation.  

1. Try as hard as you can to understand what your child is saying. When your child is 

 working out a math problem, ask her to think out loud, to say what she's doing and 

 why. In some cases, your child might be able to answer her own questions. Don't just 

 come in with an explanation of how things should be done. 

2. Math instruction today might look very different from when you were in school. Keep 

 an open mind. If you're dismissive of something, there's a chance your child will be 

 too. 

3. Assume there is some logical thinking your child is employing. Even if he's producing 

 incorrect answers, your child is employing some kind of thought process, and 

 understanding it is the key to providing help. Let's say your child is adding 1/3 and 

 1/4 and getting 2/7. If his explanation is that he was adding the numerators and 

 denominators, you've just learned that he might not fully understand what a fraction 

 is. And that gives you a starting point for helping. 

4. Homework is about more than producing the correct answers. It's about learning 

 processes and skills. Even if you can come up with the right answer to a problem 

 with which your child is struggling, there's a lot you still need to explain—namely, 

 how you arrived at that point. 

5. Become the teacher's ally. Talk to your child's teachers. Find out how they are 

 teaching certain ideas and concepts. At times, parents who are unhappy about their 

 children's struggles might approach teachers from a place of frustration. It is better 

 to view your child's teachers as your partners and collaborators. 

6. Find additional help. Worried you won't be able to understand the math your child is 

 trying to learn? Take a careful look at her textbook or online learning materials. Do 

 you have friends or coworkers with children? Start a group to talk through your 

 homework challenges. 

Remember that every child learns differently, which brings us back   

to the first tip: listen to each child and do your best to understand.”  

https://phys.org/news/2017-05-ways-kids-math-homework.html 
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Ruth Hannah 
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