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NEWSLETTER     November 2023 
Learning useful skills 

 

On a rainy day, the Grade 3s stayed inside and learnt how to crochet. Such intense 

concentration! 
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Woodkids’ fledglings 

It’s been lovely to watch a natural cycle unfold as these chicks hatched outside the preschool 

ablution building.  

         

Watch out for our resident dusky flycatchers as they grow up. 
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Ons leer van reptiele 

The Grade 1s produced some lovely work when they learnt about reptiles in their Afrikaans 

lessons. 
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Outing to Mac Bananas 

The junior grades had a fun and educational outing to Mac Bananas farm. 
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Study buddies 

Preparing for exams can be quite stressful, but the Grades 4 and 5 made learning fun when 

they worked together in study groups.  

 

 

 

They helped each other 

memorise poems by 

singing together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And they got excitedly competitive 

answering flash-card tests with 

Auntie Jo.  

 

 

We hope the focus on study 

techniques pays off in their 

examination results.  
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Annual camp-out at Mac Nicol’s 

Caravan Park 

 

The weather has been unusually 

unpredictable this year, and we 

unfortunately had to postpone the 

annual camp more than once. But finally 

it became a reality, and Grades 4 to 9 

had the opportunity to set up their tents 

and experience two days and two nights 

of camping out. 

The theme of the camp was “Survival,” and its purpose was to teach the children basic skills 

in taking care of themselves as well as for them to enjoy life without relying on technology 

and social media. The children enjoyed tackling the various challenges: apart from pitching 

their tents, they also learned how to make fires, prepare food, and build a shelter using basic, 

easily accessible materials. Time constraints made the activities even more exciting. 

Cooperation and effective team work were key elements in succeeding at the tasks.  
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The raft-building exercise proved to quite tricky because of the low level of the river at the 

time. But the children rose to the occasion, which was made all the more fun by the mud 

fights that ensued! 

 

 

They enjoyed various traditional fun activities, put on an impressive fashion show with 

clothing made from newspaper, and befriended a local duck who adopted the group.  
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It was also heart-warming to see the seniors carefully monitor and assist the younger 

children. 

 

The children certainly didn’t miss their cellphones and were reluctant to leave at the end of 

the camp. Ethan Wright spoke for many when he dubbed it “The best camp, ever!”  

Our children made a 

positive impression on other 

visitors in the campsite who 

commented on their good 

manners, so well done, 

children. A big thank you 

goes at everyone at Mac 

Nicol’s for their warm 

hospitality, as well as to the 

Woodcrest staff who 

counselled, mothered and 

nursed a large family during 

this period. We are grateful 

to all who made this 

experience possible.  

We look forward to our 2024 

camp! 
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Perspectives on parenting: Managing little people 

Here are some simple “How to” tips that might help smooth life with a young child. 

1. How to share quality time and still get work done  

Children love being close to their parents, but this isn’t 

practical when you have to work at home. Try using a 

large blanket to make a hammock for them under your 

desk and they’ll feel connected to you while you are 

being productive.  

2. How to keep little fingers clean 

We’ve all watched nervously as ice cream starts to drip 

down a stick clutched in little hands. Before you hand 

over the ice cream, push the stick through a cupcake                                                       

paper case which will catch any mess. 

3. How to avoid pacifiers ending up on the floor  

A favourite baby game is to throw away the pacifier (dummy) and then cry for it. 

Try tying one to an inflated balloon that is attached to the child’s seat. Then it 

won’t land on the floor and need washing, and they might even be able to grab it 

again. 

4. How to keep your baby safe on a chair  

You can improvise a chair seat by using an adult T-shirt. Just put 

the shirt over the back of the chair and your child to keep them 

safely in place. 

5. How to keep clothes clean during art time 

Cut holes in a large paper bag to make a pull-over apron for your 

child when they paint. This will protect their clothes, so you can 

relax and let them be creatively messy. They might also enjoy 

decorating their paper apron. 

6. How to encourage your child to collect laundry 

Create a “laundry monster” to encourage young children to pick up 

their laundry. Decorate a colorful bin or container with a funny 

face to make it into a friendly creature that “eats” dirty laundry. 

If you have other useful tips for simplifying life with young children, 

please share them with us. We all benefit from collective wisdom.  


