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NEWSLETTER September 2023

“Our country, South Africa”

As part of their theme about our country, the Woodkids had fun with clay, creating models of
traditional rural huts.\
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Spring has sprung!

It always feels good to say goodbye to winter and start enjoying longer, warmer days. There
was a wonderful festive air on 1st September, with flowers and bright colours to welcome
spring 2023.

o S It was great fun
making spring hats.
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Everyone enjoyed
their spring picnic.
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Number fun

Games with counters help
motivate young children to
| learn their numbers.

Ballet girls

Mia van Wyngaardt, Scarlett Rand and Layla Rand, who train with Domaine’s School of
Dance, recently performed at The Playhouse in Rhythm and Dance, produced by the Royal
Academy of Dance. Congratulations, girls, your parents must be very proud!
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Fun athletics

September was the month for Woodcrest’s
Athletics Day, and everyone had great fun in
the mild spring sunshine.

The spirited competition between
the houses of Kestrel (red) and
Falcon (green) included
cheerleading and dances.

The youngsters took part in traditional races like egg-and-spoon and the sack race. It was
heartwarming to see the senior students encourage and support the juniors.
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The serious races were
exciting to watch!
Congratulations to all
who won medals.

Thank you, Auntie Stacey, for taking so many lovely photographs. We don’t have space for
them all, but if your child won a medal and does not appear in the newsletter, you are welcome

to send a WhatsApp to 076 101 3892 with your child’s name to check if we have a photograph
to send you.
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Well done to Kestrel for winning this
year’s cup and to Falcon for winning
the spirit award.

Our sincere thanks go to Illovo Mill
for the kind use of their cricket
grounds and to the parents who
were able to support the event.

See you there next year!

Special congratulations go to Luthando
Myolwa and Ayanda Khawula and for
winning the top honours based on the
highest number of races won and records
broken.
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Perspectives on parenting: Tips For Encouraging Real Life Mathematics

Adapted from an article by Ellie Williams of Third Space Learning

Children are motivated to learn when they can see the purpose of the new knowledge. Also,
when your child practises a method in an environment different to the one in which they
learned it, this helps them to master the skill.

Parents can help their children to see the benefit of mathematics and engage meaningfully
with numbers by applying mathematics in different areas of life.

Shopping activities

e Ask your child to estimate the total cost of the items in your basket and to help you
check the change.

e Provide a small budget for your child to spend. This will help prepare them to moderate
their adult spending habits and live within their means.

e Help them work out the price of items per kilogram or litre in order to compare values
and make informed buying choices.

e Calculate how much money you would save by buying an item on sale.

e Work out the original price after a discount.

Car Journeys

All parents have heard the perennial D

question on a car journey: Are we there S| T
yet? This is a good opportunity to help
your child calculate how much time is

Distance = Speed x Time

. . D _ Distance
left for the remainder of the journey. Time “Speed
S T Speet
For example, if there are 10 km left at
an average travelling speed of 60 km per _
D Distance

hour, the time left will be: 10 + 30 = 1/3 Speed = :
hour or 20 minutes. S| T Time

Play spaces

e Ask your child to identify different angles in playground equipment: find angles that are
ninety degrees, smaller than ninety degrees (acute angles) or larger than ninety degrees
(obtuse angles).

e Discuss which units would be best for measuring some of the distances: cm or m?

e Estimate the perimeter and area of the space.

e Identify shapes such as triangles, rectangles and circles.

By consulting your child’s Mathematics textbook and homework, you can devise many
informal activities to help them apply what they are learning in real life contexts.
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