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NEWSLETTER     December 2023 
Important developments in 2024: Please read this carefully 

One of the significant milestones that Woodcrest Academy reached in 2023 was the 

finalisation of our registration with the Department of Education, which will require regular 

upload of academic results to their database. For this and other developmental reasons we 

are implementing the RISE system, a powerful administration package that offers many 

advantages. As part of our registration as a Public Beneficiary Organisation, we will also use 

a new bank account in 2024. These innovations will affect parents in the following ways: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We apologise for any inconvenience, but we you hope you will embrace these 

exciting new developments. Please look out for our further emails that will 

provide detailed explanation and guidance on how to read the new billing 

statements, how to download and use the RISE communicator app, and 

how to get assistance from our management team. Thank you! 

1. New Woodcrest bank account number 
Please change your beneficiary details for Woodcrest Academy to the following bank account 

with immediate effect: Woodcrest Academy NPC, FNB, 63081294258. For payment 

reference, please use only your Woodcrest family enrolment number WCA… .        The 
previous bank account will be closed at the end of February, so kindly ensure that you use the 

new account number going forward. 

2. Your monthly account statement: Invoices and statements will look different.  

3. The RISE Communicator app: This provides a convenient and efficient way for 
parents to use their phone to directly access information about their child’s homework 

and test results, scheduled events, general notices, and so on. The school will also be 
sending its messages through the new system, which will replace the existing 
Whatsapp groups. Parents are therefore required to download the RISE School 

Communicator app onto their cellphone from the App store or by using these links: 
Android, Samsung https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.rise.school; 

Apple iPhone/iPad https://apps.apple.com/za/app/rise-
communicator/id1435278756. 
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Wrapping up 2023: examinations and educational fun 

The end of Term Four is always a busy time with studying and final examinations.  

    

The Grade 4s and 5s produced some beautiful work for their art assessment. 
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While teachers completed marking and writing reports, the students had the opportunity to 

explore new areas and skills.  

The fun activities included a scavenger hunt that involved solving cryptic clues (designed by 

Auntie Jo) to locate objects around the school and earn points for each team. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some classes learned how to pot plants while others enjoyed cooking pancakes. 
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The younger grades enjoyed pirate dress-up and picnic day. 
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Auntie Jo shared ideas about the art of 

good photography. 

 

The students then got creative with their 

cellphone cameras to compete in the 

“Shutterbug Showdown.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sihle Mkhize won the commercial category 

of the competition with his excellent 

dynamic shot that captures Ayanda 

Khawula expressing her end-of-year joy. 
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The prize giving ceremonies were the highlights of the final week. 

 

The juniors made us all smile with their songs. 

 

       The Grade Rs proudly received their graduation certificates,  

promoting them to the Primary School phase. 
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Grade 8s and 9s exit the Primary School phase and will enter the new online High School 

Learning Centre next year, which they are all excited about. It’s wonderful that for the first 

time in our history we will not have to say goodbye to our Grade 9s. 

 

      From left to right: Sihle Mkhize, Ryan Mansour, Gordon Bester 

Kristen-Hope Bartholomew, Liyanda Chagi 

In their final speeches, the students shared some insightful perceptions about their 

experience at Woodcrest Academy: 

 “This school has taught me to learn from my failures and turn them into life lessons, 

 helping me to become the best me I can be.” Sihle Mkhize 

 “We enjoy laughter in the classroom, and the teachers are kind, compassionate and 

 motivated.” Kristen-Hope Bartholomew 

 “We are accepted for being ourselves and the teachers go above to help us. I like that our 

 school and students are disciplined, and that we know what our boundaries are; we 

 know what the consequences are if we over-step them.” Gordon Bester 

 “I love this school so much because we get to do sports, go on camp and do other fun 

 things.” Ryan Mansour 

 “As a prefect I learned to take responsibility and make decisions like an adult. I enjoy 

 that this school is like our family.”  Liyanda Chagi 

 

The staff of Woodcrest Academy thanks our parents and students for the shared adventures 

in 2023. Now it’s time to enjoy a well-earned break! Stay safe and return well-rested to tackle 

the next year together. 
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Perspectives on parenting: Reading printed material improves comprehension far more 

than looking at digital text  

During the holidays, as well as recharging batteries and having a fun festive season, it’s 

worth making time to establish a routine of reading printed books with your young children. 

The Review of Educational Research recently shared 

the results of research into studies involving nearly 

470 000 participants. The question being investigated 

was whether reading digital material (such as on a 

tablet or cellphone) benefits a child’s comprehension 

skill as much as reading printed information. 

Research professor Ladislao Salmerón reached the 

following conclusion: “The association between 

frequency of digital reading for leisure and text 

comprehension abilities is close to 0.”  

In other words, reading digital material does not seem to improve comprehension skills. 

Salmerón suggest this may be because the “linguistic quality of digital texts tends to be lower 

than that traditionally found in printed texts,” and it lacks complex syntax and reasoning. He 

points out that the “reading mindset” for digital texts tends to be shallower than for printed 

materials, which encourages superficial scanning of the text. As a result, the reader “doesn’t 

get fully immersed in the narration, or doesn’t fully capture the complex relations in an 

informative text”.  

By comparison, the study suggests that reading printed material over a period of time does 

boost comprehension skills, which makes it more educationally sound than reading digital 

information. 

It is interesting to note that while the study found no benefit for comprehension from digital 

reading in primary school students, the relationship becomes positive for secondary school 

and undergraduate students. In other words, digital reading does seem to benefit 

comprehension in senior students. Salmerón suggests this may be because young children 

are less able to navigate the distractions, such as incoming messages, that often accompany 

reading on a digital device. While young children may not be able to self-regulate their activity 

during digital leisure reading, this ability does develop during adolescence.  

The critical message of this study is that if young children mainly read material on digital 

devices, they might learn less academic vocabulary during the critical period when their skill 

set is shifting from “learning to read to reading to learn.” It is therefore critical to provide 

young children with printed reading material that engages their interest, and whenever 

possible, parents should read with them to encourage the development of their vocabulary 

and comprehension.  

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.3102/00346543231216463 


