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NEWSLETTER January 2024
Welcome to 2024!

Woodcrest Academy welcomes back
our returning families. To those who
are joining us for the first time, we
trust your children will soon settle
into their new home.

Our first parent has recently earned
the R1 000 Woodcrest Honorarium for
recommending the school to a new
family who has enrolled with us.
Personal word-of-mouth is a powerful
way to attract students of a suitable
calibre to our vibrant community, so
let people know about us!

It’s always gratifying to be reminded by outsiders that our community has a special vibe. Our
parent Shannon Hendley invited some family members to join us for the 2023 end-of-year
prizegiving, and this was the feedback they sent to her afterwards:

‘I LOVED her school and the people who rnum it.”
Stunning | pedicated and passionate people. [ was very impressed.”
4 trudy wonderfid environment.”

Thank you for sharing these kind and encouraging words, Shannon!

Woodcrest Academy Newsletter January 2024 Page 1


mailto:admin@woodcrestacademy.co.za

Start of school - play and work

Once again the school grounds and classes come alive with laughter and greetings as the
children return to learn and play.
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The first few days are a time of organisation and orientation, and stationery supplies for the
year are checked and carefully packed away. Lessons can only be optimally effective when
children have the required tools and books, so please ensure you supply these as soon as
possible. Thanks to all the parents who joined us on the Saturday Information and Stationery
Day: it made the first Monday of school run very smoothly.

It is also important to identify

" academic skills that need

© strengthening and to address these

y early in the year. The first week’s
activities therefore include diagnostic
tests, and these results have been
shared in individual meetings with
parents.

And there is always time for learning to
love reading.

All the best for your 2024 studies,
everyone!
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Extra-mural activities

There is more to school than academics, and children need to be physically activity. This term
they are working with ball skills, both in and out of the swimming pool.
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Woodcrest Academy High School has been launched!

With a combination of nervous flutters and excitement, Grades 8, 9 and 10 logged into their
first online lessons in January. This innovative hybrid programme combines the strengths of
specialist online teachers with the structured discipline and face-to-face guidance of a
traditional school.

The course includes extra lessons as well as a focus on organisation and personal
development. Some aspects of the programme are still being ironed out, but we couldn’t ask
for a better group of students and parents to develop this project with!

PR

And it isn’t all work and no play: there is also time for enjoying Uncle Paul’s music club as
well as other activities such as chess.

If anyone is interested in individual guitar lessons from highly qualified teacher Leandros
Stavrou (seen above), please contact him on 082 929 7080. The rate is R180 for half an hour.
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Perspectives on parenting: Parental engagement in homework is key

Effective homework activity is central to a
child’s academic success in all grades and for
preparing for independent learning at high
school. It also helps develop essential life skills
such as responsibility, time management and
persistence.

Your heart might sink when you hear your
child say, “I need help with my homework!”
But a child will only take homework as
seriously as their parent takes it, and parents have a crucial role in ensuring that children
complete their daily homework with adequate understanding. While it is not easy for working
parents to find time, even half an hour a day will make a tremendous difference to helping
your child succeed. Here are some useful guidelines.

1. Establish an afternoon routine

Routine can help develop good habits. Establish a simple after-school schedule and post this
where your child can see it. This should set out the times to rest, eat, do homework or
chores, and play. For example, a 10-minute game or a short snack break every half an hour
can help your child re-focus.

2. Provide a suitable area

Try to provide a quiet homework space that is pleasant to sit in and separated from
distractions. Provide enough stationery and paper in the work area. The space should ideally
be near you so that you can assist when necessary. If possible, you could work in the same
area and share some quality work-time together.

3. Check what needs to be done

Your child needs to know that you will check what homework has to be done. Create a
homework chart so your child can see what they have to do each day and tick off each
homework task as it’s finished. If you are not certain, check the class communication group
for information, and only sign the homework book once the homework is done.

4. Make it fun

Wherever possible, turn learning into a fun game. Make up songs to help learn times tables,
and use sweets to help with number work: if they get the right answer, they can eat some!
Spelling is fun if you work with magnetic letters.

5. Invite a homework buddy
Motivate your child by having them work together with a friend. They can encourage each
other to complete the work and be rewarded by a fun play time afterwards.

Woodcrest Academy Newsletter January 2024 Page 7



6. Don’t do homework for your child

It might be tempting to speed up the homework process by doing some of the work for your
child. But please avoid doing this: it will undermine the development that your child should
gain by doing homework, and they will not develop the necessary skills.

7. Provide help where possible

For example, a good way for a child to learn times tables or other facts is to repeat the facts
(or sing them) with their parent. This can be done while you are cooking or driving. Knowing
multiplication facts is one of the major foundation skills needed for success in Mathematics.

x 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 | 11 | 12

3 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 | 11 | 12

2 2 4 6 8 10 | 12 | 14 | 16 | 18 | 20 | 22 | 24

3 3 6 9 12 | 15 | 18 | 21 | 24 | 27 | 30 | 33 | 36

4 4 8 12 | 16 | 20 | 24 | 28 | 32 | 36 | 40 | 44 | 48 «Seven fives are

5 5 10 | 15 | 20 | 25 | 30 | 35 | 40 | 45 | s0 | 55 | 60 thirty-five, and
elght fives are

6 6 12 | 18 | 24 | 30 | 36 | 42 | 48 | 54 | 60 | 66 | 72
fortyl”

7 7 14 | 21 | 28 | 35 | 42 | 49 | s6 | 63 | 70 | 77 | sa4

8 8 16 | 24 | 32 | 40 | 48 | s6 | 64 | 72 | s0 | 88 | 96

9 9 18 | 27 | 36 | 45 | 54 | 63 | 72 | 8 | 9 | 99 | 108

20| 10 [ 20 | 30 | 40 | 50 | 60 | 70 | 80 | 90 | 100 | 110 | 120

21| 11 | 22 | 33 | 44 | 55 | e | 77 | 88 | 99 | 110 | 120 | 132

22| 12 | 24 | 36 | 48 | 60 | 72 | 84 | 96 | 108 | 120 | 132 | 144

8. Use positive language

Children will quickly adopt your attitude towards a task. It’s important to avoid saying things
like, “I can’t see the point of this,” or “I was always hopeless at this subject.” Try to use
encouraging phrases, such as “Let’s just make a start and see what we can learn by doing it.”

9. Encourage through rewards

The best form of motivation is intrinsic rather than extrinsic: working hard for your own
sense of achievement rather than to please someone else or earn a reward. However, if your
child struggles to maintain interest in homework tasks, it might help to provide something
desirable after they have completed their homework. Perhaps use fun stickers or reward them
with time doing something they enjoy. And parental praise is always a valuable reward to a
child.

Above all, show your child that you value the importance of doing homework.
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