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NEWSLETTER March 2024

Term 2 starts on Monday 8" April

Junior builders at play

Woodcrest Academy has partnered with Junior Builders. This well-structured and creative
programme uses lego blocks to develop critical skills such as visual discrimination, fine and
gross motor coordination, logical sequencing and pattern recognition.
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This term The Woodkids and
Foundation phase children
had great fun learning how to
follow a sequence of Junior
Builders diagrammatic
instructions to build block
creatures.

Grade 6 and 7 extend their classroom
equipment

Through their entrepreneurial fundraising, the
Grade 6 and 7 class are enjoying a new television in
their classroom, which helps enhance their
educational experience. Thanks to Kath Rand for
very kindly contributing R1000 towards this
initiative - the children greatly appreciate it!
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Mathematics can be sweet! V' W
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Hands-on practical learning is the best way to |
master new concepts. By building structures
using toothpicks and jelly tots, the Grade 6
students came to grips - literally as well as
metaphorically — with concepts related to
tessellations, pyramids and prisms. And it’s

fun to eat the vertices at the end of the lesson!
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The intensive attention to Grade 6 is
paying dividends: their class average
for Mathematics in Term 1 is 80%.

Testing table strength

The Grade 4 and 5 Technology syllabus requires practical investigation into the structural
strength of various designs that use struts and cross-bracing. Here the students test whether
their constructions can support a book.
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Learning skills after school

The Intermediate phase students
applied themselves to sanding,
gluing and painting as they
constructed their own wooden
pencil holders from blocks.

And catapults made from sticks
and rubber bands led to much
laughter during the competitions.

The Foundation grades are learning to play
chess through the kit known as Story Time
Chess. The amusing characters are a great
hit and the cleverly designed story teaches
the basic principles and moves of chess. The
children are now thoroughly enjoying their
weekly afternoon tournaments, which help
to develop logic, spatial perception and
strategic thinking — as well as patience and
good sportsmanship!
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Summer is always a great time for
swimming lessons and reading
under the trees.

Creative art

A visitor recently commented that the art displays at Woodcrest
are more impressive than those she has seen in her work with
other schools.

Auntie Ruth has a wealth of effective ideas that bring out the
artist in any child, like using tightly wrapped paper bag strips to
form stunning 3D tree art.
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Easter end-of-term fun

Everyone enjoys a chocolate treat, and the generous Easter Bunny received a warm welcome
from each class at the end of the term.

The Easter fancy dress parade showed a lovely variety of characters that included rabbits,
doctors, a butcher, a teacher, a policewoman and elegant models. Well done, all!
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The end of term was not only fun: the students wrote another baseline Mathematics test to
follow up the one they wrote when school opened. The Grade 7s in particular have shown
solid improvement in their basic mathematics skills.

High School Progress

Working with an external course provider for the first time has raised some challenges that
Woodcrest is addressing. Despite this, the students are enjoying their journey into online
learning. They need to be congratulated on the progress they have made in developing skills
that will stand them in good stead not only in their academic studies but also in the working
world: these relate to cooperative learning, peer support, independent research, study
planning, memorisation techniques, and competence with computer systems. Well done to
you all, and thanks to Uncle Paul for his commitment to your success.
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Perspectives on parenting: Simple holiday activities for children

School holidays can place stress on parents who can’t take a break from their own tasks.
Below are some ideas to print for your children, which might help keep them busy at home.
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Games for more than one child z
e Balloon fun: Play Balloon Volleyball. Or try to race across the

vow : .

» room with an inflated balloon between your knees. For even more

fun, fill the balloons with water and try this outside!

e “Simon says”: Everyone must copy the leader’s action if they say
“Simon says do this,” but if you copy the action after “Simon says
Q do that,” you are out.

. e Pitching pennies: With five coins each, take turns trying to throw
v them one by one into a cup and see who can get the most in. Q
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e Paper cup stacking: See who can stack the highest column or

Eg

pyramid. v

' 0 e Tape Fun: Stick low-tack tape on the floor to form simple shapes,
letters and numbers. Then write a list of simple instructions for

each other to follow: crawl from the square to the letter B, hop

4

from A to 5, jump from the triangle to the A and so on. .
e Matchbox car races: Decorate an empty matchbox to be your
racing car. Tape parallel racing lanes on the kitchen floor, using

straws to raise the edges. Then each blow through a drinking
m straw to race your cars towards the finish line.

W\ e String telephone: Speak to each other through tin-can or paper-

e Freeze dance: Put on music that one person controls: you must

¥
i cup string telephones. Here are some video instructions:
https:/ /www.youtube.com/watch?v=F5BKoJih4qE; A
https://www.youtube.com /watch?v=3ygB2KFwJCo "‘
freeze when the music stops, and the last one to freeze is out. m

Have fun!
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e Tent: Set up a tent or fort using sheets, blankets, pillows, and some
furniture. Take some books, toys and camping snacks into your space.
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Games for a child on their own

e Bowling: Roll a ball down the passage to knock down plastic bottles.

e Hula hoop and skipping rope: This is fun way to exercise.

e Dance routine: Compose and practise a routine of dance steps to show
your parents.

Q e Wall ball: Bounce a soft ball against a wall and catch it, five times. Then
gradually make the routine more challenging: clap between each throw;
clap twice; clap and turn around; touch the floor; bounce the ball from

‘3 £y floor to wall, and so on. See what record you can set up.

Shop: Collect groceries from the kitchen and set up a shop. Write a price
sticker for each item and later you can help your parent calculate how
: much they owe for their shopping.
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e Mirror drawing: Use an erasable pen to decorate your reflection in a
mirror.

e Shadow tracing: Collect interesting objects and trace their shadows on
paper. Later, ask your parent to guess what the objects were.

e Go fishing: Draw colourful fish on paper or card. Cut them out and attach
a paper clip. Then fish them out of a bowl using a rod with a magnet on
the end of the string.

e Puzzles: Make your own puzzle by cutting a photograph or magazine page
into interesting shapes.

e Puppet show: Draw and cut out some interesting characters and attach
each one to a clothes peg. Draw some scenes and create a play to show
your parents.

e The Floor Is Lava!l Use cushions, chairs and anything else you can find to
be able to navigate a room without touching the floor.
Have fun!
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