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Learning about shapes 

The Woodkids use playdough and ice cream sticks to 

explore the properties of 2-D shapes such as triangles, 

rectangles and squares. 

 

 

Digital skills 

The Grade 2s and 3s practise using a computer mouse 

to see how many pancake orders they can complete in a 
set time. 
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Experiential learning 

It’s important to have first-hand experience 

of scientific and mathematical principles.  

Studying the behaviour of super-

saturated solutions. 

 

 

 

 

 

Testing structural integrity 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

           Constructing prisms  

and pyramids   
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Busy bees hone their spelling skills 

 

The children rose to the challenge of this year’s Spelling Bee. Thanks to all who contributed 

to this fund-raising activity, and congratulations to the prize-winners! 
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Term 3 certificates 

It is important to encourage learning by recognising achievement and effort. Congratulations 

to those who received certificates for their work in various areas this term. 

 

  

  

 

 

Including our visiting teacher-

in-training, Auntie Megan. 
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Afternoon fun skills 

 

Afternoon activities include cooking and woodwork: useful skills for everyone to learn. 
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Woodcrest Academy camps out and learns survival skills! 

Learners in Grades 4 to 10 enjoyed their much-anticipated annual camp this month, in the 

beautiful natural surroundings of Mac Nicol’s Caravan Park.  

 

 

The group interactions always provide a valuable social 
experience, and there were numerous opportunities for 

education and skills development. 

 

• Beach studies taught the processes of dune formation 

and different types of erosion. 

• Rock pools and tidal zones provided living laboratories 

for exploring conditions for life. 

• During the knot-tying course, everyone learnt how to 
tie at least four knots – a skill they eagerly applied in 

the raft-building activity. 

• Learners made creative use of shells, driftwood, 
seaweed and other washed-up materials to make 

delightful little “dune-bug” creatures.   
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Teachers and learners had a wonderful time, and we look forward to next year’s camp. Thank 

you to all who contributed to the event, and as always, our warm thanks to Colleen and Ian 

Mac Nicol for hosting us in their beautiful resort. 

 

All the best for mid-year examinations! 
  

The children were involved in 

preparing and cooking meals, 
tidying up afterwards and 

developing their organisational 

skills. 

 

Parents shared a braai on Friday 
night, but they didn’t get to see 

much of their children who were 
busy playing “Sardines” in the dark 

with their torches. 

 

Congratulations to Sihle and 

Donovan for their Camp Master 

certificate! This is awarded to the 

most helpful and organised students. 
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2025 Fees and school development 

 

Woodcrest Academy does not receive any government subsidy, and when the school first 
opened its doors, it relied heavily on the support of parents to establish classrooms and 

purchase the necessary furnishings and teaching equipment. Fees have always been kept as 
low as possible, and these only cover operational expenses. Additional costs for maintenance 

and development have therefore been covered by the School Development Fund, which is 
charged for the first year of each learner’s enrolment. (The SDF funds are not used for 
optional extras that you might see around the grounds, such as plants, statues, historical 

artefacts and so on: these are a personal project of Chris de Villiers, who loves celebrating the 

history of our country and beautifying the school grounds.) 

We thank our existing parents for the support you have provided over the years 
through the SDF funds: we deeply appreciate the crucial role you have played in establishing 

the school and assisting us to ensure quality education for your children.  

At this stage, school management is aware of the economic pressures that parents are 
experiencing. A recent report from ISASA (Independent Schools Association of South Africa) 

notes that independent schools around the country are facing decreasing numbers due to the 
financial squeeze on household budgets. As a result, we will not substantially increase school 

fees for 2025. It also seems sensible to attract new parents by spreading the additional 
support funds over a longer period. We plan to do this by replacing the SDF with an annual 

re-enrolment fee of R1000 per student (to a maximum of R2000 per family each year). 
However, this enrolment fee will not apply to our existing parents, who have already 

contributed by paying SDF over one year. 

Preschool children are in a transition stage, as they have only paid part of the SDF 
(R2000). To simplify our accounting, we plan to start 2025 with a credit of R2000 for these 

accounts, and then implement re-enrolment for these learners from the end of 2025. 

Management has given careful thought to these financial considerations, and we believe 

this will provide a good balance between attracting new students (which contributes to the 
stability of the school) and ensuring financial sustainability. The school benefits when 
existing parents refer a new family of the same calibre, so be sure to spread the word in your 

community and earn the R1000 Referral Rebate. 

Thank you all for your ongoing support. 

Summary of fees for 2025  

 Registration for a new 
family  

This once-off fee registers 
the immediate family 

Monthly 
tuition 
2025 

Annual  
re-enrolment (new families) 

Grades RRR – R  R1 500 for the family  
(if not already registered) 

R2 400 x 12 R1 000 per child 
Applicable to first and second 
children in immediate family. 

This is payable before re-
enrolment each subsequent year. 

Grades 1 – 3  R3 000 for the family  
(if not already registered) 

R3 300 x 12 

Grades 4 – 8  R3 000 for the family 
(if not already registered) 

R3 550 x 12 

 


